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GENERAL REORGANIZATION OF THE NATIONAL TRUST headquarters staff went 
into effect January 1. Robert Garvey, Jr.,executive director, announced that 
William J. Murtagh, formerly assistant to the director, will head a newly 
created Department of Education; and Mrs. Helen Duprey Bullock, formerly 
historian and editor, will direct the Department of Information. From this 
department monthly will come the new publication, Preservation News, with 
the purpose of uniting the membership into an informed and active group. 


A new appointment to the staff on January 1 was Robert G. Stewart, 
planning consultant of the St. Louis County Historic Buildings Commission, 
named director of the Department of Properties. Born in Baltimore, Mr. 
Stewart graduated in 1954 from the University of Pennsylvania School of 
Fine Arts where he specialized in history and architecture. He spent two 
years in the U. S. Army Engineers as a cartographic draftsman and map com- 
piler, and then joined the National Park Service Eastern Office in Phila- 
delphia as an architect. His research on Independence Hall from its origi- 
nal construction in 1733 to the present, served as his thesis at the 
University and is the basis for the current restoration of this national 
monument. Among other projects for which Mr.Stewart served as architect or 
planning consultant were Woodford Mansion in Fairmount Park, and First Bank 
of the United States in Philadelphia; taverns and other buildings inthe 
Clover Hill Tavern group at Appomattox Courthouse, Va.; the development of 
Jefferson Barracks, and old military post on the Mississippi River four 
miles south of St. Louis for a historic and recreational area for the 
county; plans for the General Daniel Bissell Estate, also a historic museum 
project of St. Louis County; and the Loyalist Homestead Restoration in St. 
John, New Brunswick, Canada. 


DEADLINE FOR SUGGESTIONS FOR REVISIONS OR ADDITIONS TO THE BY-LAWS 
was set at the annual meeting in Pittsburgh for February 1, 1961. The by- 
laws were mailed to the membership in September and discussed at the annual 
meeting. Adoption was delayed to permit interested members not at the 
meeting to send IVES to the headquarters office. 
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NEW YORK CITY is the place and OCTOBER 12-16 are the dates for the 
Trust's 1961. annual conference. Headquarters - will be in the Waldorf- 
Astoria Hotel, which in addition to offering special accommodations and 
concessions for the meeting, has assisted in booking a block of rooms 
across the street at the Belmont Plaza. Mrs. Hermann G. Place is chairman 
of the New York Committee for the 1961 conference and is being assisted in 
planning local arrangements by the Hon. Newbold Morris, Park Commissioner 
of New York City, and by Kenneth Chorley, Mrs. George L. Harrison, Daniel 
M. C. Hopping, Clarence G. Michalis, Irving S. Olds, Mrs. Reginald Rose, 
Mrs. Thomas M. Waller, Phelps Warren, Gerald Watland,Mrs. Arnold Whitridge, 
Mrs. Earl K. Williams, and Miss Alice Winchester. 


BY THE SEA -- The home and garden where inventor Thomas A. Edison per- 
fected the electric light and spent more than 40 winters at Fort Myers,Fla. 
is open again to the public after three months and $10,000 were spent cean- 
ing up after Hurricane Donna. Operated by the city of Fort Myers, the 13- 
acre estate with its house,laboratory,and gardens were a gift from Edison's 


widow. 


Doomed for demolition two years ago, the eighteenth-century Customs 
House, Annapolis, Md., was opened for business in November as the head- 
quarters of Sports and Specialities, Inc. Restoration and preservation of 
the structure was the first major undertaking of Port of Annapolis, Inc., 
formed by members of Historic Annapolis,a private profit organization whose 
shareholders believe that historic structures associated with pre-revolu- 
tionary seaport commerce are valuable assets. 


Hurricane Donna brought Mystic Seaport's staff to deck at 3 a.m. 
September 12 “to man all stations,"to secure the museum against a predicted 
tidal wave 10 feet above normal high water. The rising tide gradually over- 
came the wharves, engulfed the lawns and flooded Seaport Street and Ship- 
yard Point. Trees and shrubs took a beating from the wild gusts of wind 
and heavy rain; lawns and bushes covered by salt water suffered damage; 
weaknesses to the ground adjacent to wharves and piers had developed as the 
result of erosion. But buildings and exhibits were safe; Mystic Seaport had 


again "ridden it out." 


DOOMED? == The National Trust has joined the American Institute of 
architects, the Saturday Review, the Architectural Forum,the N. Y. Herald 
Tribune and other groups in opposing a zoning variance which could permit 
the construction of three floors in the air space of the waiting room of 
Grand Central Terminal in New York City for bowling alleys, a sports arena, 
meeting rooms, coffee shops, etc. The aethestics of the great center con- 
course, as a civic "open-space,"' have for sometime been badly damaged by 
ubiquitous advertising. This type of center would also add much to the ex- 
isting congestion of the area, recently emphasized by the completion of the 
new Pan American Building,the "largest office building in the world," which 
eel ways uses the waiting room and concourse of Grand Central as its 

y. 
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SAVED -- A committee of Bostonians 
raised sufficient funds to prevent the 
demolition of the Old Corner Book Store 
building. The three-and-one-half story 
building, erected in 1712, was a dwell- 
ing for its first 100 years. The struc- 
ture then became a bookstore and in it 
James T. Fields, editor of the Atlantic 
Monthly, had his office. It was a 
"Parnassus"for literary greats:Dickens, 
Thackeray, Tennyson, DeQuincy, Holmes, 
Longfellow,Lowell, Whittier, Hawthorne, 
Motley, Agassiz, and Harriet Beecher 
Stowe. Today its distinctive gambrel 
roof is all but hidden behind a huge 
advertising sign, and the ground floor 
is occupied by a pizza palace. The 
drive to save the building was begun in 
the spring of 1959 when the structure 
was threatened by a projected govern- 
ment center in the vicinity. Walter 
Muir Whitehill, director of the Athenaeum, and John Codman, president of 
the Beacon Hill Architectural Commission, organized Historic Boston,Inc., 
and negotiated the purchase. The Bostonian Society is receiving the contri- 
butions. The owner agreed to sell the building for $275,000 provided the 
buyers would establish $50,000 as equity by December 30. Immediate plans 
are to take down the advertising sign and to make the exterior as much 
like it was in 1850 as possible. Eventually the committee hopes to have 
a new book store in the building. 


SCHOOL DAYS -=- California public school children and teachers contri- 
buted $52,000 of $60,000 needed to restore the first public school building 
erected in Columbia,Calif., at one time the second largest town in the 
state, a roaring mining camp with more than 15,000 residents. The school 
was reopened in November as a feature of the Columbia Historic State Park, 
a preserved "ghost town." 

Delegates from the Chester County, Valley Forge, and King of Prussia 
historical societies and the Tredyffrin-Easttown History Club recommended 
that an old log house situated on the ground of Conestoga High School be 
saved when school authorities in Berwyn, Pa., planned to tear it down. A 
committee is raising funds to pay for basic structural work, and high 
school students from the American heritage class at Conestoga are assist- 
ing with the historical research and carrying out much of the restoration 


work, 


COMMONWEALTH FOR BOYS -- "We have a museum which is acutely in need 
of more display cases," writes Miss Dorothy Deane Scattergood of the Starr 
Commonwealth for Boys. "As we depend entirely on the program of public- 
spirited citizens for support of our re-directional program for boys, we 
have limited means for our museum work."" Any National Trust member organi- 
zation which could meet this request may communicate with Miss Scattergood, 
director, Brueckner Museum, Starr Commonwealth for Boys, Albion, Mich. 
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"LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES IN PUBLISHED WORKS" is the theme 
of a current exhibit in the Department of Archives and Manuscripts (Baton 
Rouge), arranged under the direction of V. L. Bedsole, head of the Depart- 
ment. "The David Weeks and Family Papers" consisting of more than 20,000 
items spanning 150 years of the Teche country were the principal source 
used by Dr. J. Carlyle Sitterson in Sugar Country. This same collection 
will provide the documentary basis for restoration of Shadows-on-the-Teche, 
the Trust's property in New Iberia, where it had accumulated for genera- 
tions until bequeathed to the Trust along with the historic mansion by its 


last owner, Weeks Hall, in 1958. 


THE SHAKER COLONY at Hancock, Mass., will be restored by a new organ- 
ization, Shaker Community, Inc., which has undertaken to raise $250,000. 
The group plans to purchase 17 buildings in the colony, once one of the 
major communities of the nineteenth-century religious sect,for preservation 
as a “living museum." Arrangements have been made to acquire the collection 
of Shaker furniture, books, and other materials amassed by Dr. and Mrs. 
Edward D. Andrews, of New Haven, Conn. The first building is to be opened 


in the spring. 


SLEEPY HOLLOW RESTORATIONS, which administers Van Cortlandt Manor 
restoration, Philipsburg Manor, and Sunnyside, offers 9 slide lectures 
without charge by staff member Madelyn Robbins. Titles are "The 'Unknown' 
Early Dutch"; "Dutch Dress, Home Decoration and Arts"; "What it was like to 


be Young in New York State in 1650-1750";"Washington Irving and Sunnyside"; 
"Pierre Van Cortlandt and His Family"; “Hearthside Cooking"; “Winter 
Holidays in the Hudson Valley"; “Flowers in Early Dutch and English Homes 
in America"; and "Eighteenth Century Travel in America." 


THE AMERICAN JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY has moved its headquarters 
from the Jewish Theological Seminary tw larger quarters at 150 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. The 59th annual meeting of the Society will be held in New 
York City February 18-19 at the Jewish Museum. A new committee, created by 
the society to work with collectors of Jewish Americana, is interested in 
learning of collectors of books, pamphlets, manuscripts, ephemera, and 
other materials that would come under the general heading of Jewish 


Americana. 


THE WILLIAM BYRD BRANCH of the Association for the Preservation of 
Virginia Antiquities, with headquarters in Richmond, celebrated its 25th 
anniversary last fall. The association owns five houses: the 1796 Craig 
house, the 1810 Ann Carrington House, the 1840 Ellen Glasgow house, and the 
1850 Pulliam House. Last year the chapter restored its newest acquisition, 
the 1817 Hilary Baker House and had unexpected assistance froma _ truck, 
which ran onto and demolished a front porch that had been a late addition 


to the house. 


The National Trust for Historic Preservation is actively seeking new members. Mail 
or give this to a friend. Memberships available: Individual—Associate (Student, 
Teacher, Professional) $5 Active $10 Contributing $25 Sustaining $100 Life $1000; 
Organization—Active $25 Contributing $50 Sustaining $100; Corporation—$100 and up. 
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